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Preach d before their Excellencies FD 


: Lords Juſtices, 2 C. 


II. Per. Chap. 3. and the former part of 


1 Verl. & 
Account that the Leng-Sufſering of our Lol. 
Salvation. 5 1 


Editation on the Attributes of GOD, revel 
his Word, or maniſeſted in his Works, is fulli 
ſtruction and Advantage unto Men; and th 
conſideration of the Perfections of the Divine 

ture, very much tends to the Perfection of our own: | 
we think upon GOD, and conſider what he is in Hi 

and what he is towards us, we are eaſily led to confide 
what we ought to be towards Him; and this View of hi 

Ty throws back ſuch a Rellection on our ſelves, as mi 
helps to diſcover how we ought to behave our ſel ves ti 

this infinitely perfect Being: For there is not any one Pt 

tion in GO D, but what calls for ſame degree of Pets 
ſuitable to it in Man, and awakens ſuch Thoughts, ſud 

ſections, and ſuch Diſpoſitions in us, as do properly 2 

and beſt become it. Thus when we meditate, for In 

on the Power of GOD, does not the thought of this 

lency on the one hand, bid us beware how we provoke i 

whom Power belongs? ænd on the other. to truſt in his Wo 

Promiſes, with ahn nothing is, or can tte impoſſible 2' &c. 

Again, The conſideration of his Wiſdom to which 4 


ane naked and open, and from which Deed ao 


. 


k before Him with a perfect Heart, and to take ns wicked thing 
4, as knowing that GOD who ſeeth in ſecret will puniſh #5 
In like manner his Juſtice calls for our Fear, as his Good- 
does for our Graticude and Love; and our Duty is, when 
pf the Divine Attributes are before us, to take care that 
have their perfect work upon us, and produce in us ſuch 
es as are the proper Fruit of ſuch Thoughts. With this 
have now choſen to conſider the Long-Suffering of the 
according to St. Peter's Inſtruction in the Text, who bids 
account that the Long-Suffering of our Lord is Salvation. 
ciſcourſing upon which Words I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
f, that Long-Suffering is a Property belonging to the Di- 
Nature. Rs 3 
diy, How, or in what reſpects this Long- Suffering is (and 
tro be accounted ) Salvation. ——_ 
irdly, J ſhall caution you againſt the Abuſe that is com- 
y made of it by IIl Men. | | 
1thly, Shew the good Uſes which Good Men do, and all 
ought to make of it. And, | 
„I ſhall make an Application ſuitable to the particular 
fon of our Solemn Humiliation this Day. 
„ J am to ſhew that Leng-Suffering is 2 Property belong- 
o the Divine Nature. But I need not dwell long upon 
ead, begauſe every one of us is a Proof and Evidence of 
Truth. The Long-Suffering of GOD is properly his 
ineſsto Sinners in defering the Puniſhment due unco them 
eir Sins, in waiting to be Gracious, and in not being 
to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil: And there is 
ny of us but what has infinite reaſon to confeſs with thoſe 
> Lamentations ; it is of the Lord's Mercies that 
e not conſum' d, becauſe his Compaſſions fail not, It 
eing to the patient forbearance of GO D, that we are 
the Land of the living If thou Lord, wilt 
ream to mark what is done amiſs, ( ſo as imme- Pal. 130. 3. 
y topuniſh to the uttermoſt what is ſo done) 
d, who may abide it ? But there is Mercy with thee, that thou 
be feared, ſaith the P/almiſt, be feared with a Fear ming- 
ith Hope, and not ſwallowed up in Diſpair for ever: 
it not for the Mercy of thy patience, O Lord, there 
no Fleſh have been ſaved, becauſe there would have been 
Race to redeem the time that had been evil. | 

| A 2 Rs But 


Chap. 3. 21. 
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deſign ofdoing Good, by ſuffering Evil for a Seaſon : 


| Nijuſt unto the Day of Judgment to be puniſhed. Man cat 


* 


Joel 2. 13. :Perience, that the Lord is gracious, and merciful, 
Anger, of great Kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil; and e 


| defir'd the Lord to to ſbew him his Glory, and Chap. 34. 


clear the Guilty, What variety of Gracious Attributes an 


one by way of Terror added as a Guard to the reſt, 


is forward to ſhew Mercy. Very appoſite to this purp 


Impotent Man, may be diſpos'd to give vent to his Paſlt 


But bleſſed be God, the Holy Scriptures, to our greit 


fort, bear witneſs to what we feel by our oy 


thoſ: Attributes ro be very becoming the Divine 
which are'fo neceſſary and beneficial to our own. 
We read in the thirty third Chapter of Exodus ver. 1 8. tha 


The Lord paſſed by before him, and proclaimed THE L( 
THE LO RD GOD, Merciful and Gracious, Long-Sil 
and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for tba 
forgiving Iniquity, Tranſgreſſions, and Sin, and that will by m 


as primary and chief Ingredients of G O D's Glory, ani 


take hold on the Obſtinace Offender, that will not be w 
all the Mercies of the Lord: Puniſhment is his ſtrang 
Lam 3. xx, Stateful, and his laſt work, fer be doth not afflict wi 

dor grieve the Children of Men; but he delight: 


that which the Lord ſpeaketh by the Prophet Hoſea. 1 
Will not execute the Fierceneſs of mine Auger, I will not return 


ſcroy Ephraim, for Iam GO P, and not Man, Man, Imp 


an haſty Vengeance, and be for executing preſent Wr 

fear he ſhould have no future opportunity. 
Again, Man may have no thoughts of reclaiming t 

fender, but merely of puniſhing the Offence, and no del 


am GO , and not Man, ſaith the Lord. I may ſee it be 
gracious Farbearance to ſhew my ſelf a Gop of Mercy; 

ſeek by my patient waiting for a time to reclaim the 8 
and ſave a Soul to all Eternity. Or, if he will not reti 
wicked muſt not thereupon hope to eſcape for ever; 
am G OD, and not Man : 1 the Lord know how to reſe 


ae Vengeance in this World, but the Vengeance of 

213, and will purſue the Sinner, the impenicent Sinnes 

the Other. | | . | 
ti: ſhort, Almighty GOD often ſpareth when we Leſer 


#)-:uent, and even in his Wraith thinketh upon Mercy. He, 18” 
. | in 
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en 5 
ou that of the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 145. 8. is Gractous, and full f 
Ven, ſow to Anger, and of great Mercy; or (which is 
) (Mitcongly expreſs'd. according to the Hebrew) GREAT 


ſav d. 


the Long-Suffering of our Lord is (and ought to bs ac- 
d) Salvation. Namely, . 

, As it affords the Sinner time and leiſure to Repent. 
nd, As it lays upon him ſtrong Obligations to employ 


- 


nie co that purpoſe. | 

a, e Leng-Suffering of our Lord may very juſtly be ac- 
ani Salvation, inaſmuch as ic affords the Sinner time an 
t, to Repent. For what is neceſſary to the attainment of 


on muſt be neceſſary to the attainment of che End; 
raimuch as Repentance according to the 

i! of Chriſt is neceſſary to Salvation, ( for Low 888 . 
e Repent, ye ſhall all Periſn.) therefore that which gives 
urp and leaves room for Repentance, may very well be ac- 


un gutative way of ſpeaking, may in the Abſtract be call'd 
on. Now that the Long-Suffering of the Lord is in this ſence 
en is evident, becauſe (as was intimated above) wich- 
s the opportunity of Repentance would be quite cut off, 
ner would have no time to think, and ſay within him- 


er and better Reſolutions, and what is threatned only to 
ſtinate, would then be the (ad Lot of every Man, be ſball 
IS DINS, EW 
the Long-Suffering of our Lord proclaims aloud that it is 
with us; He that forbears puniſhing even wlien we pro- 
im, thews thereby that Puniſhment is not his Aim, (for 
ithholdeth his Hand but his own Goodneſs ? ) If he is 
ed, they are the Bowels of his Mercy that reſtrain him, 


ance by laying hold on the Conditions of Mercy ; may 
ner ly Repentance turn from the Bower of Satan unto GOD, 
th all the Humility of the Publican ſmite on his Breaſt, ſay- 
* to = a Sinner. For as we read in the Book of 

„ n %%%, O Lora, canſt ſhew thy great ſbrength Chap. 2 
imes when thou wilt, and who may withſtand 5 a 5 i 

| 5 | the 
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5, and all to this End, that Man may turn from bis Sin, 


ich leads me to ſhew, Secondly, How, or in what re- 


dto open to us the Door of Salvation, and according 


bat have I done? no Leiſure for ſecond Thoughts, or 


e dinner may fee from the Wrath to come, and ward off 
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the power of thine Arm, for the whole World before thee is as i 


nuity and Gratitude to return to Him, and they muſt h 


ſelf, that the offer of it ought readily to be imbrac'd wil 


looſing that, which, if once loſt, we are loft for ever: 
give to purchaſe one ſuch Opportunity of Repentance, a 


Were at his; they would freely give them All for one 


will nothing convince you of the Value of it, but its loſs! 


Deſpiſeſt thou the Riches of his Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and 


bim to ſrut up his loving Kindneſs in Diſpleaſure. St. Peter l 


> Ls een 
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Grain of the Balance, yea as a drop of the morning Dew that |, 
down upon the earth; But thou haſt Mercy upon all, for thou e- 
all things, and winkeſt at the Sins of Men, becauſe they ſhould ; 
The Reſpir or Reprieve which God gives the Sinner is tg 
End, that he may have time to ſue out his Pardon, and qu 
himſelf for Mercy and Salvation; and in this reſpec, be 
it is with this gracious defign, the Lovg-Suffering of our L 
Salvation. As it is alſo, | os ft 
Secondly, Becauſe it lays upon Men ſtrong Obligatio 
uſe the time which God giveth to this purpoſe. The Loy 
fering of GOD, makes very powerful Addreſſes to our! 


ſtinate Sinners indeed, that will not be won by the Mere 
his Patience towards them. The very opportunity of Re 
tance is ſo great a Favour, and of ſuch ineſtimable value 


thankfulneſs, and it muſt be perfect madneſs to hazarl 


with your ſelves what thoſe miſerable Wretches who han 
this ſlip, and who now lye bound in everlaſting chains if | 
meſs, unto the Tudgment of the great Day; Think what they 


Long-Suſfering GOD is pleas'd in Mercy to give you; | 
am, that if all the Kingdoms of the World and the Glory of them 
really as much at their diſpoſal, as Satan once pretended| 


happy Capacity of Salvation, as is yet in your Hands; 


ye therefore go in your Hearts to continue in SIN, becauſt 


does in this manner abound, and be the more obſtinarelyi 
becauſe GO D is thus Good? 


Hou forcible is that Expoſtulation of St. Paul, Rom. 


Suffering, not knowing that the Gaodneſs of G O D leadeth | 
Repentance, but after thy bardneſs and impenitent Heart, trea{i 
unte thy ſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath? It is the 
baſeneſs as well as folly, to make this Goodneſs of G O 
occaſion of Evil; and, becauſe he ſpareth a while, pf 


in his view this very paſſage of Scripture, puts a far dil 


N 3 


uction upon the uſe that ought to be made of it, exbort· 


*. riſtians thereupon, (according to the Words of the Text 
a following them) to account that the Long - Suffer ing of 
7 75 dis Salvation, even as our beloved Brot ber Paul, according to 
„ inn gives to bim, bath written to you ; and he himſelf alſo 


1. ints them ver. 9. with the true end of G O D's Forbear- . 
ſaying, That GOD is Long-Suffering to uns-ward, not 
g that any ſhould Periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repeutance. 
St. Peter is not content to ſtand alone, or to rely on his 
Authority in the caſe, but quotes the Sentiments of an- 


atio Apoſtle to enforce his own on this important Subject, 
Lon the Mouth of to ſach Witneſſes this Doctrine might be 
rd. But yet, tho' the deſign of GOD herein«is t 
Ct bo: our Ruin, and to win us over to a better Mind, and 
＋* e may return again to our Duty, and his Favout ; yet πÜWa ese 


there are that Abuſe this Diſpenſation of che Almighty © 
neſs, and becauſe he ſuffereth long, conclude that he 
never Puniſh, and thereupon continue to Provoke him 
and more. * Ml | 3 


tam in the third place to caution you againſt the A 
hat is commonly made of GO D's Long-Suffering by Ill 


is Solomon's Obſervation Ecclefiaftes S. 1 f. that becauſe 
— ce againſt an evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the 
”J 


of the Sons of Men is fully ſet in them to do Evil: The Wiſe 
reſolves the Obftinacy of Sinners into the Patience and 


* arance of GOD as the Cauſe, who encourage themſelves 
ded! /cbief hereupon, and ſtrengthen themſelves in Wickedneſs, and 
7 en their pace in a ſinful courſe, by Arguments drawn - 
566 the ſlowneſs of GO D's Wrath; but this is the worſt In- 
jor; tation that can be put upon this Goodneſs of the Lord, 


25 the worſt Effects: It hardens Men in Sin, and makes 
Work of their Deſtruction: Beware therefore how you 
the Opportunities of Mercy aud Salvation into fo many 
deations; for nothing provokes GOD's Jaſtice more 


om. 
oy the Abuſe of Mercy; this loudly calls for, and will a- 
: f ntly juſtify his ſevereſt Judgments : When nothing, (no 
s WF atience and Mercy it felf ) will have 2 good Effect upon 


to withdraw them from Evil, then they have reaſon to 

t that Wrath ſhould come upon them to the uttermoſt, 
that G OD ſhould make himſelf kn2wn, and regarded 
#izment that he exegureth, He has expelly declar'd that — 
| 2 Wi 
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F will be in a more eſpecial manner Severe againſt thoſ: 


| have Peace, tho I walk in the Imagination of my Heart, . 


ſinned, and what harm hath bappen'd unto me? For the Lord is 
Suffering, be will in no wiſe let thee go, tho' he may ſuffer| 


but as they ll up the meaſure of their Iniquities, he fills un 


cConſent, ſaying, in the name of GOD to the Sinner; 1 


ſelf ; but I will reprove thee, and ſet before thee the Things that| 


like unto ſinful Man; as if he was ſo far from diſapprorit 
' ſuch wicked doings, that he took Pleaſure in them, and thi 
do them. This is an High Affront to the Purity of the D 


Wrath of the Lord come forth, and in thy Security thou ſhalt l 
F roy a, and Periſh in the Dey of V eng cance. i 25 


take Encouragement from his Mercy to deſpiſe his Thy 
nings, Deut. 29. 19, 20. If it come to paſs, whey one hear 
Words of this Curſe, that he bleſs bimſelf in his Heart, ſaying, 


Drunkenneſs to Thirſt : The Lord will not ſpare him, but the Ani 
the Lord and bis Fealouſie ſhall ſmoke againſt that Man, and 
Curſes that afe written in this Book ſhall lie upon him, and the 
ſhall blot out his Name from under Heaven. According ther: 
to the words of the Son of Sirach, Ecclus. 5.4. Say not | 


yet he will not always endure the manners of wicked! 


Vials of his Wrath : The Pſalmiſt takes notice of the Fol 
ſome in the like caſe, who took the ſilence of the Lor 


1 things haſt thou done, and I held my Tongue, aul 
_—— , houghteſt wickedly that J am even ſuch an one c 


baſt done: Theſe ſort of Men entertain'd a vain Fancy ind 
that GOD was like themſelves, becauſe he did not teſtiſ 
Diſpleaſure againſt them by a ſpeedy Puniſhment of their 
quities ; but if it is Vanity, and Sin, to Eſteem the Incomi 
G O D like unto Corruptible Man, much more is it to eſteem! 


Majefty, and ſhall not go unpuniſh'd for ever; GOD! 
conſiſtently with his Juſtice ſpare the Sinner a while fot 
own Glory, and the others Good, but this is far from fir 
acquitting him : There is a great deal of difference bets 
a Reprieve and a Pardon, between forbearing to Puniſh k 
time, and quite clearing the Guilty, This latter is not to be 
pected, without a removal of the Guilt, and that is not i 
done without Repentance, without for/aking our Sins 20 
turning 10 the Lord: according therefore to thoſe other 
of the wile Hebrew, Ecclus. 5. . Make ns tarrying to | 
the Lord, and put not off from Day to Day, fer ſuddenly (hu 
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which brings me in the Fourth place to ſhew the good Uſes 
hich good Men do, and all Men ought to make of the Longs 4 
fering of the Lord. And, "ITT opt =o 
Firſt, the Long-Suffering of G O D towards Men, ſhould diſ-. * 
ſe Men to be Long-Sufferinz towards each other, and not 
_ ty of Spirit to revenge every little Injury with a greater, 
d by immoderate Reſentment propagate Strife and Conten- 
on without end. It is among the many good Characters of | 
ue Chriſtian Charity, that it ſuffereth long, and is kind, and is not 
{iy provok'd, and nothing can more enforce our dealing thus 


lis I) other Men, than GOD'S dealing in this very manner by us. 
Fer What can'ſt thou anſwer, O Man! when GOD fſhall. 
ed \Wvoſtulate the Caſe with thee, in thoſe ſtrong, and forcible . 
; wi ords of his Goſpel, Mat. 18. 33. Shouldſt not thou have bad 
Fol mpaſſion on thy- Fellow Servant, even as 1 had Pity on Thee © This 
Lori enough to ſtrike the furious, revengful, unmerciful, and cruel 
r; lan Dumb; nor, do I ſee how upon this Reproot he can open bis 
aui on,: When the Reaſon of the thing is thus clear and mani- 


ne ot, it raiſeth ſuch a Conviction in the Mind, as produceth 


hat ame, Confuſion, and Self-Condemnatton, rather than a Re- 
ini y ; eſpecially when it is to be made to One, who cannot be 
eſti ceived with Excuſes, or deluded with a vain Shew. In ſhort, 


lomon has long ago obſerv'd, Prov. 19. 11. Thar the Diſcretion 
ori Man deferreth his Anger, and it is bis Glory to paſs over a Tranſ- 
eſion. It is his Glory, becauſe it ſhews that his Reaſon has 
ovieiot the Dominion over his Paſſion, and that he has the Wil- 
om and Strength not to be overcome by the Folly and Weak- 
eſs of other Men: But it is chiefly his Glory, becauſe it 


D. akes him like to the Long- Suffering GOD, woo xs ſtrong and 
foi rient, tho! be & provoked every Day: And bleſſed are they, who 
1 en when they have Means and Opportunity of Vengeance 
bets their Hands, learn from him, and go and do likewiſe, 


Secondly, The Long-Suffering of GOD ſhould make Men 
71th all Humility and Gratitude co adore this great Inſtance of 
ot is Goodneſs towards them, and to affect their Souls, as with 
lively, ſo with a juſt Sence of his Patience; which will ne- 
er degenerate into ſuch Tameneſs as not to be overcome by 
ontinued Provocations; No, certain it is, Men may, ac- 
ording to thoſe Expreſſions in the Prophet, weary Jer. & dt 


vod by their Iniquities, make him weary with bolding Jer. 20 2 
» weary with forbearing, and even tire his Patiencs © © * 
by 


4 (20 } | 
by their Obſtinacy and Perverſneſs. It is very certain,. the 
J By Almighty often overtakes the Sinner in this World, and 
er. 3. 19 bis own Iniquity corre#s him here; but what if he 
| does, in his All- wiſe Providence, ſometimes ſuffer the Tares u 
| grow up with the Wheat, even unto the Harveſt, yet there is a Day 
of Separation, and according to their Worth ſhall their End be; 
| g What ſaith the Scripture ? Gather ye together firſt th 
j Matt. 13. 30. Tares, and bind them in Bundles to burn them ; bu 
|| Mate, 2c, 46. tber the Wheat into my Barn. Or, without a Part 
| r. 35+ 4* ble, the Wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting Pu. 
I Tiſhwment, but the Righteous into Life Eternal. It behoves us there. 
foro fo to conſider the Long-Suffcring of GO D, as never to 
forget that he will not ſuffer always; for as the Son of Sirai 
| with good reafon admoniſheth, Say not his Mercy is great, he will 
mots c.6 be Pacifud for the multitude of my Sins, for both Merey 
' % and Wrath come from him, and his Indignation refit 

on Sinners. | 


O taſte and ſee how gracious the Lord is: We every moment 5 
lie at his Mercy, and yet he in Mercy ſpareth us, that by 
timely Repentance we may become Veſſels of yet greate: 
Mercy ; And fhall not this goodneſs of GOD conſtrain u 
to anſwer this End of it? And to ſuffer him to obtain thi 
happy Victory over us as to overcome Evil with Good? You hav: 
| Joſt now heard in the Goſpel for the Day the Parable of th: 
; fruitleſs Fig-tree, and have already, I truſt, of your felvs 
made the Application, Behold, ſaid rhe Owner to the Dreiſer 
of his Vineyard, theſe three Years have I come ſeeking Fruit of thi 
Fig. tree and find none, cut it down, why eumbreth it the Ground? Al. 
mighty GOD, che Sovereign Lord and Governor of the Wolf 
has Addrefs'd himſelf to, and ſought Fruit from us, not for 

three Years only, but from ſome Twenty, fome Thirty, ſome 
| Sixty Years, and we have refus'd to hearken, or tum nnto Hin 
and if he ſhould now make bare his boly Arm for our Deſtructiu, 
| and cut ws off from the opporunity of Pardon, Grace, and Sil 
vation, we ſhould have juft reaſon to acknowledge with 
lf Pſalmiff, Righteous art thou, O Lord, and juſt is thy Fudgmm 
| - But lo! he yet waireth to be Gracions, and is not willing to call 
| ns off for ever. Still bis Banner over ws is Mercy, notwithſtan 
| Ing our manifold Provocations: And will we yet delay ti 
| improving this Day of bis Patience, fince GOD only know 
whether it may not be our laſt, 
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Sure I am, the Almighty ſtrongly inforceth, and preffethl 
helme upon us this Inſtruction at preſent by his Providence 
well as by his Word. £0 
Which brings me in the laſt place to make ſome Applica- 
n of the whole, ſuitable to the particular occaſion of our 
2% Humiliation this Pay: You muſt have obfervd from the 
oclamation read to you on the laſt Lord's Day, and from the 
nour of the Prayers you have now offer'd up in purſnance 
 p, ereof, that the proper buſineſs of this our Faſt-Dax, is, fin- | 
rely and heartily to repent of the Evils we have done, and 
d deprecare the Evils we ſuffer, and the Evils we fear; and 
hat was the End of our Governours in appointing, ought to 
dur End in obſerving it. - : Z 
W 1 know not whether we can fix a time when Iniquity did 
Wore abound in this, and the Neighbouring Kingdom than 
preſent : How have all Orders and Degrees of Men amongſt 
s miſerably corrupted their Ways, and are gone aſtray from the | 
Ws of Life: How have the Heads and Hearts of two ma 
adly ran after their Covetouſneſs ; as if Mammon was their GOD, 
nd Gain only their Go4lineſs, and they had nothing elſe to do, 
Nut to 1) up Treaſure upon Earth, and that in order to ſupport 
eir Pride, and Luxury, and fo conſume it upon their Luſts ; or 


_ > let it lie dead (as we ſay) without any Profit ro Others, or 
advantage to the Owner, ſave the bebolding it with bis Eyes: 
low many have in effect ſaid to the Gold, thou art my Hope, and 
be fine Gold, thou art my Confidence, and have forgat GOD their 
Al aker who alone giveth the Power to get Wealth, and the obſer- 
ou ace of whoſe Laws is the only ſafe way to obtain or pre- 
ta erve it. | 


But it has pleas d GOD in an extraordinory manner to 
ive a Rebuke to this great Evil, and by the Diſappointment 
pf ſome, who were at all Adventures for making beſte to be 
dieb, has taught them and us, that they that will be Rich 
all into Temptation and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful 
Luſts, which drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition; x Tim. 6. 9. 
Ind has confirm'd what the Apoftle adds as the reaſon in the 
ords following, Fer the love of Money is the root of all Evil: 
Dich while ſome have coveted after, they have err d from wha Faith, 
nd pierc'd themſelves tbro with many Sorrows, 
But J truſt this Evil will have this good Effect for the future; 
as to make us content our ſelves with choſe methods of getting 
Wealth, in the uſe of which we may juſtly depend on GOD's 
| „ Bleſing: 


{| 


| „ 

Bleſſing: I mean our conſtant Prayers to Him the Giver of 
every good and perfect Gift, (the proper, and appointed Je- 
ſtimony of our dependance on GOD :) Diligence and In. 

duſtry in our Callings; Open and fair dealing with one ano- 

ther; Trade and Commerce improv'd wich Wiſdom, and car- 
ied on with Honeſty ; Temperance and Sobriety of Life; 
nd above all, Charity to the Poor; which is a far more ſur: 
| ay of growing Rich than all the mean Shifts, and little Ars 

ö of Injuſtice and Wrong: for as Solomon aſſures us, 

ET hbere is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth, and there i; 

i that witholdeth more tban is meet, but it tendeth to Poverty. 


ſ 


4 Prov. 11. 24+ 


By the Methods above mentioned, our Fathers proſper'd 
in the World, and gat Riches in Poſſeflion, and (what is far 
more valuable) the Bleſſing of the Lord along with them; by 
= theſe, Nations have increas'd in Strength, Wealth, and Hu 
nour; and the Poor (by being well employ'd) have becom: 
the Riches of the People: Whilſt on the contrary, To grind 
bil tbe Face of the Poor by Oppreſſion: To exact all their Labcur, 
and yet ſcarce allow them Bread to eat, or Cloaths to put on, or to 
get wherewith to repair, and ſupport that Strength which 
they ſpend in our Service; To wich-hold the Wages from the 
W Hireling, and to make the Eyes of the Needy to wait long; 
eſpecially the Honeſt Induſtrious Trader, co whom ſpe2dy and 

| punctual Payment is Subſiſtance, Reputation, and Life; To 
30 beyond, over-reach, or defraud our Brethren, and to im- 


poſe upon their Innocent Credulity by our Falſhood aud Liss: 


This is enough to provok2 GOD to Curſe our very Bl. {jings, 
and to raiſe a Cy againſt us, which (however we may be 


deaf to it) will aſſuredly enter into the Ears of the Lord of S. bat. 


1. And ſhall the fore Judgment, which now 

| Pon f France, threatens us from ee North, and from the 
South, work no good Work upon us, whilſt it is yet at a di- 
M0 {tance from us? Is it Nothing, nothing to us, that we hear of 
the Peſtileuce raging in the Neighbouring Countries, or read 
of its carrying off thouſands with a ſweeping Deſtruction? 
Can we torbear bewailing their ſad Condition, and praying 
that GOD would put a ſpeedy End to this waſting Evit ? Nay, 
can we forbear praying for our ſelves on this Occaſion ? that 
| GOD would deliver us from ſo great a DEATH, and that 
this Deſtruction may not come flying upon the Wings of the Wind, 
nor 7bis Flague (by any other means) come near our Dwellings } 


Ah. 
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Ah! Let our Petitions riſe yet higher, and let us earneſtly | 


roles of our Lang- Suffering GOD co give us Grace to J Kin 85 8.38. 
Te WW: 3rch, as Solemor's Expreſſion is, into the Plague of 
In- r on Hearts, choſe Sins which are a terror to our Conſciences, 
no- 


and a trouble to our Minds, and repent of and forſake the 
ttecly; that by thus dealing with this Plague within us, wil 


fe; ay beſt hope to eſcape that without Us, or much diſarm it of 
ce Wes Sting, ſhould ic pleaſe G O D to wound us with it. 
\rcs O]! that we were once fo Wiſe, 4 to learn Obedience from the 


ings which others ſuffer, and by improving under the Chaſti- 
ment of other Men, happily prevent our own ! If we delay 
his good Work till Evil comes upon us, it may be too late to cry 
or Mercy, when it is the time of Fudgment. When we have the 
Sentence of ſuch a Death in our ſelves, how little can we then do 
o the true purpoſes of Living? Should it pleaſe GOD to viſit 
s after the Viſitation of the neighbour Nations, 83 
r [mite us with an Inflamation, or an extreme Burn 
ng, &c. What Horror will it occaſion ? yea what Anguiſh ? yea 
hat Diſtraction? yea what Aſtoniſhment of Heart? Some- 
imes this dreadful Evil kills almoſt as ſoon as is ſeizes, and by 
he exquiſiteneſs of its Tortures violently forces out the Soul; 
and the Breath in our Noſtrils, the grand Inſtrument of Life, 
uddenly becomes Poiſon and Death : Sometimes it quite takes 
way the Senſes, or if they continue, they are of little other 
ſe er to convey Pain to the Mind from every part of 
e 3 wes Ts 
In — this Sickneſs is ſo ſore and amazing, that it is even 
n our common way of ſpeaking emphatically called T H E 
SICKNESS, as if all other Diſeaſes, in compariſon of this, 
carce deſerv'd that Name ; Nay, it is in Holy Scripture 
erm'd DEA TH, as being a fatal Meſſenger of | 


t, and commonly ending in it; for of thoſe that Jer. 9- 21. 


di. re ſmicten with it how few eſcape with Life ; there is. very 
r of Harely any Relief to be found „No Balm in Gilead to heal it Sores, 
ead nd wain is the belp of Man. | E 

on? O! how diſmal will that time be when that moving Inſcrip- 
ung ion, MIS ERERE DOMINE! or LORD HAVE 


ER CIM! ſhall be fixt upon any of our Doors; not like 
hat of the BLOOD on the Lintel and Side-Pofts of the 
ouſes of the Iſraelites, the Happy Signal to the deſtroying 
\ngel to pals oyer, and ſpare them; but the ſag ſigu that He 
| . | 15 


5 


* 


. already enterd, and has taken Poſſeſſion, that Miſery x 
within, and crys for Pity from without; Or is hung out a8. 
Warning to others not to come near, to paſs by, and turn 
ay, or rather to turn to GOD in Prayer for them, who ar 
s it were ſeal'd up unto Deſtruction. | | 
= Farther yet, Is ic ſome comfort when we lye upon the Bel 
ef Sickneſs, to have out Relations and Friends preſent with, 
and afliſting to us in that time of Need? Alas! in the preſeg 
Caſe, ſuch as Love conſtrains to abide by their Infected Friend 
are generally involv'd in the ſame Ruin with them, and as t 
Life, ſo in tbeir Deaths they are not divided, 5 
Again, are Men, who ſubſiſt by the help of one another, 
ſuch a time excluded from all Communication with thei 
.Neighbours ? This pnhappy neceſſity of Solitude very ofte 
induceth Want of all Things neceſſary unto Life, and therey 
on many times Famine is a terrible Attendant on the Peſſ ilena 
adds to its Power, and mightily increaſeth the Deſolation. 
Once more, Is a decent Interment what we all deſire? tha 
there may be an handſom Covering caſt over our Mortalit 
and Corruption, that our Bodies may not lie expos'd abox 
Ground, or be careleſly thrown into the Earth without By 
PT rial? Is the Want of this often threatn'd by 
Jer. x2 AS 15 GOD as a Puniſhment, and in ſome Caſes eve 
nov inflicted by Men as ſuch ? Js it promiſed a 
a peculiar Favour to Abijab, the Son of Feroboam, and as 
_ gracious Exemption from what was denounc'd againſt his Fi 
ther's Houſe, That all Iſrael ſhould mourn for bin 
| and bury bim? Did the Heathen themſelves ver 
religiouſly perform this Office of Humanity towards their de 
ceaſed Friends? And are ſome Stories we mest with in pte 
hane Authors, of Ghoſts, or Spirits diſturb'd becauſe the 
Bodies by unburied, thought to be the mere Faventions d 
Mien, to ſupport and encourage this ſo pious a Cuſtom, ? A 
las! thoſe miſerable Wretches, who die of this dreadful D 
ſtemper, are oftimes left in the ſame Condition with thok 
cConderning whom the Pſalmiſt complains, The dead Bodies Mei 
W pe , 9 R 1 thy Servants bade they given to be Meat to the Fowl! 
e the Air, aud the Fleſb of thy Saints to the Beaſts | 
i itte Land, and there was no Man to bury tbem; none to remo 
them out of the Way of infecting others, and of doing Mi 
[1] Shisf when they themſelves are dead, and gone. 


45 Kings 14.13. 
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Goel GOD! How aſtoniſhing is this Scene to the Img. 
a:ion ? How terrible to the very Thoughts? How uneaſe c 
de Ear to hear, the Eye to ſee, or the Tongue to expreſs 2 © 
d yet how much more tormenting muſt it be co thoſe, whole 
d Lot it is actually to feel what is a Pain to others to men 
Be on, or even to conceive? ö „ 
ih And all chis I have endeavour'd to ſet before you this Da 
lead move your Compaſſion, your Prayers, your Praiſes, anc 
nd our Holy Reſolutions and Vows ; your Compaſſion, toware 
15 ioſe that now groan under this dire Calamity ; your Prayers, 
dr them, and for your ſelves ; that GO D would vouckſafe 
r, Mis Relieving Mercy to the One, and his preventing Mercy to 
e Other, and his ſanctifying Mercy to Both; that this Sickneſs | 
ſtr 2 be to the healing of the Nations, and become 4 Sawour of Life 
eu: Life, and not 4 Savour of Death unto Death to any of us; your 
ene raiſes to GOD; of whoſe Goodneſs it is, that we are yet alive 
d praiſe Him here this Day; to praiſe Him for giving us; 
arning from the Example of others Sufferings, and graciouſly 
ffording us this happy Opportunity of Repentance, (which is 
0 moſt juſt, and beſt return we can poſſibly make to our 
DU o:g-Srffering GOD ; ). Your holy Reſolutions and Vows of 
| WE mendmenc ; the immediate Fruits meet for Repentance, and the 
ve roper Foundation for good Works. 3 
And O! that we would thus obey the awakening Call, the 
dud and ſolemn Summons of this Judgment from afar, that Re- 
eming the Time paſt, by wiſely improving the Time to come, 
e may with all ſincerity of Heart repent of our own Sins, and 
2wail thoſe of theſe ſinful Nations 4 The Infidelity and Pro- | 
haneneſs ; The Blaſphemy, Pride, Covetouſneſs ; The Neg- 
ct and Contempt of GOP's Ordinances; The ral 
ooſneſs of Manners, and Intemperance of all Kinds; The 
quent Duellings and Murders; The making light of Life; 
which is in it ſelf of thegreateſt Importance, both with Re- 
ard to this World, and that which is to come ; ) The ſtaking 
upon every Trifle ; (when in truth it is not properly our own, 
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either are we allow'd by the Laws of GOD or Man to diſ- 
ese of it, when, and how we pleaſe;) The abominable Rapes; 
5 hich of late have been oftner heard of in this Kingdom: 
nochn in any other civiliz d Country in time of Peace, and 


hich are always juſtly eſteem'd the greateſt Reproach even of 
ar ; The Ingratituds for Mercigs rgceiv'd, and the living un- 
1 uicably 
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uta kIy te them; The Unhappy Diviſions; which are the great Enemi 


| & our; Temporal, Spiritual, and Ererpal Peace; The common Sweating 
Tus The rſbly taking, ae breaking the moſt ſolemn Of 
be onnatural Arfrempts to Diffreſs, , or weaken the Government ug 
n une live, of whofe Benefits we all receive; The re joycing inf 
1 item hie swor Galamit ies flat are at any eime brought upon it; The ſteali 
. Wayne Hearts and Affections of the People, by wicked and falſe 580 

1 Zeſtions, and by Slandering the foorfteps, of GOD's Anointed ; and in à wat 
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[4 What evcrelſe there is for which the Land now Mourns. | 5 
155 


% And ſball not the Lord viſit for theſe Things, and will he not be avenged unſa 
„ Natron ar this * Now when I think thereupon my Fleſh trembleth or fear of of 

Lord, and Iamaſvaid of his Judgments : But ſince to the Lord our GOD bel 
|| " #lfo Mercies and Forgiveneſſes tho we have rebelled againſt him, Let us, withg 
'f ' farther fclay, zwrn to Him with humble and contrite Hearts, that he may ty 

nb um and flill continue to ſave ns, and deliver ur, for his Mercies ſuke. 
tut here was ſuch an Heart in every one of us, as might diſpoſe us 

. Weep whitterly for theſe Things ! and to Cry mightily unto GOD to Pardon 
Iniquities of this Land, and to heal the Sores thereof, for it ſhaketh : I hat ſod 
National Sins may not draw down National Judgments, but rather q 
National Humiliation may fir us for, and ſecure to us National Bleſſings. - 7 

To this End, Let us not only wow owr Vews of all Holy Obedience to g 

* Prerciful {.9g-Suffering GOD at this Time, and in this Place; bur let 
make ſii Conſcience afterwards of keeping, and obſerving them; aq 

in orde geunto, let us often renew them in Private, when we are of 

„ 2mmnin, with our own Hearts in our Chamber, and are ftill ; Nay, let vs bi 
then {0:91 on our Souls at the Altar (as at all other properSeaſons,ſo'mal 
ef, on the approaching Feſtival of Chriſt's Nativity; and (the 
Wang , objize our ſelves, by all the Mercies of an Incarnate and Crug 
fied Re emer, tt [ive unto Him, who Was as about this time born, that i 
mighe Dye for us, and who inſtituted that Holy Sacrament to preſerveali 
io our Sous fuck a grateful ſenſe of his Love, and ſuch a rhanHfA R 
Lance of l Heath as might be a firm Principle of New Life in us: IA 
the Dre Os Judgments on the one hand, and the ſenſe of I 
"Infinite. Ci on the orher, may make a deep Impreflion on our Mind 
"3nd that nor for an Hour, a Day, a Month, ora Year only, but our vu 
Fives, end toreby frengthen, and effectually enable us to perform d 
Vous; that fo u may experimentally feel, and thereupon have tho 
Reaſon to Al. Halte Long Suffering of our Lord is Salvation. x 
I Which GO 5: ©: his Infinite Mercy grant, for the ſake of his $0 

ih {Chriſt Jeſus. m wich the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all 
RN gour and Glory to! Eyermare, — eee 
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